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Artist Statement 

  

My drawings, paintings, and sculptures humorously express self-portraits of incomplete 
modern individuals who seek to escape the excessive competition, endless work, complicated 
thoughts and emotions of their daily lives. 

Most of my work features my alter-ego, a half-human half-fish figure that I call Fish 
Daegari (which is Korean for "fish head"). Fish Daegari doesn't overthink things. Fish Daegari 
does not suffer from the worries or pain of modern life. I paint Fish Daegari with bright pink 
flesh, because it lives in a state of raw freedom. 

Fish Daegari almost always has a drink in its hand. In real life, drinking alcohol helps 
me embody Fish Daegari. Drinking liberates me from reason, which can be oppressing. I am 
inspired by the way alcohol represented liberation for citizens during the ancient Dionysus 
Festival in Greece. The fish head, in my art world, is like a mask worn for a Dionysian 
celebration. For philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, human possess both Apollonian, reasoned 
qualities and Dionysian, irrational ones. A vital life requires embracing and keeping a balance 
between the two, through a Dionysian festival, for example. 

I aim to convey humorously, through the juxtaposition of humans and fish, that this 
irrational, emotional, and venting desire is not negative or hidden but inherently natural. As an 
artist, my work is driven by the desire for all of us to live more authentic lives, to take more time 
to find happiness, to see that our lives are short and finite, and that beneath our skins, we're all 
just pink meatballs! 

Fish have no eyelids or facial expressions, which has led to common misconception that 
they don't feel pain or have thoughts. But this is untrue. The same goes for my alter-ego: while I 
hope my alter-ego is completely free and liberated, there may still be internal oppression. 'Fish 
Daegari' cannot be perfect as long as it remains half-fish and half-human. Humans possess 
reason and must think. The Dionysia only lasts for a while; we cannot stay drunken forever, and 
we must eventually remove our masks. Nonetheless, I persist in working on 'Fish Daegari' 
because I believe that even the superficial, temporary liberation experienced in those moments is 
desperately needed for me and for us. What I seek is a respite, not a perfect utopia. 

  



Project Statement 

 Project title: Invitation to siesta       Date: 2024-04-16 

 

"Siesta" refers to taking a brief nap during the day. This cultural practice persists in some 
countries, although in modern times it is increasingly viewed as disruptive to productivity and 
efficiency, leading to its decline in many places. However, contrary to this trend, I aim to invite 
modern individuals to embrace siesta through my thesis project. 

It's okay not to actually sleep. The siesta I propose is merely a brief respite. My Fish 
Daegari basks in the sunshine, fully revealing its pink, raw flesh, free and liberated. It drinks, 
eats delicious food, dances, and jokes. The world viewed through sun-dazzled eyes is blurry. 
Despite being a world filled with complexity and much to contemplate and discern, in this blurry 
world, boundaries blur, most things can be shrugged off, and the world is peaceful and beautiful. 

Inside the fish's head, I can momentarily clear my complex thoughts, but I cannot 
continue living with a fish's head outside the water. We must enjoy a momentary siesta and then 
return to our daily lives. And that's okay because rest is ultimately for the purpose of returning to 
the routine. I just ponder what true relaxation entails. Through my thesis project, I seek to 
provide tranquility rather than stimulation. I want to offer natural smiles, not forced ones. I want 
to provide relaxation akin to lying in a meadow, gazing at the sky. 





Freedom in the square field 2023 Acrylic on panel 60×48"



A windy hill 2023 Acrylic on panel 20×18"



Clink 2023 Acrylic on panel 12×6" The luncheon on the grass 2023 Acrylic on panel 16×12"



The heartstrings 2023 Acrylic on panel 4×4" Red meal 2023 Acrylic on panel 4×4"



Hidden spring 2023 Acrylic on paper 22.5×30" Smiley breakfast 2023 Acrylic on paper 30×22.5"



Reflection 2024 Acrylic on paper 50×65"



Love dive 2023 Mixed media 16.5×15×15"



Dancing pink 2023 Mixed media 7×6×6"



Spring 1,2 2024 Acrylic on paper 51×71" each
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